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Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  

I can remember singing a spiritual when I was in 

Luther League, many, many years ago, called 

“Children Go Where I Send Thee.” It is one of 

those cumulative counting songs like the 

Twelve Days of Christmas, or This Old Man. 

The stanzas range from “One for the little bitty 

baby,” to “Twelve for the Twelve Apostles.” In 

fact, the word apostle means “one who is sent 

out or sent forth.”  

 Sending out. The last section of this series 

on our Lutheran worship is the Sending Out. 

The Rite of Sending is the very last things that 

we do in worship. The Sending encompasses:  

1. The sending out of communion to the 

homebound. 

2. The Affirmation of Christian Vocation which 

is optional and not often used.  

3. The blessing 

4. The Sending Song or Hymn 

5. The Dismissal.  

Typically, the sending is a brief but important 

part of our worship.  



The blessing and dismissal contain simple and 

direct reminders of God’s presence as the 

assembly goes forth to serve in word and in 

deed out in the community and the greater 

world.  

 This is an important part of our Lutheran 

worship that would be so easy to miss. Let’s be 

honest. It is nearing the end of the service and 

so we are all anxious just to get going, or we 

are getting hungry and thinking about going to 

lunch or something like that. Things are about 

over. Or are they?  

 No. They aren’t. They are just beginning, 

because this part of the service is about us 

taking up the mantle of apostleship and being 

the ones "sent out” to proclaim the crucified and 

risen Christ in all that we say and all that we do 

out in our world. Out into the whole world. The 

dismissal specifies this. Go in peace, serve the 

Lord. Thanks be to God. Or Go in peace, share 

the good news, or go in peace, remember the 

poor. Many variations that we can use here.  

 We are being sent out from the assembly 

to live our Christian life in the world, in service 

to others in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Not: Serve ourselves, but serve others. Which 

others? All others. It’s not up to us to be 

gatekeepers, it’s not up to us judge who is fit 



and who is not. That’s God’s job, not ours. We 

are simply the “sent out” ones, the apostles sent 

out into the world in service. This is part of our 

call at baptism. “Let your light so shine before 

others that they may see your good works and 

glorify our father in heaven.” Baptismal liturgy. 

Called out to serve in the world. To proclaim 

Jesus Christ, savior of the world in our words, 

our actions and our deeds.  

 This serves to remind us that worship for 

Lutherans is not a spectator sport. We don’t sit 

back and watch the show but are to participate 

fully.  

Our participation is expected because it’s not 

about us, but about God who comes down to us 

in Jesus Christ, who saves us. It’s about giving 

back to God out of gratitude for our salvation 

and it is about proclaiming Jesus to the world in 

all that we say and do.  

In closing, I would like to take you through the 

Rite of Christian Vocation, affirming that we are 

all called and sent out in service to the world.  

… 

 


